United Way of King County

2016 Community Impact Report

This annual Community Impact Report, produced by the Planning and Public Policy
team in Community Services, provideEmntextfor our strategiesinformation on our
annual results and progress toward our fiyear strategic plan goals.
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Context

* Poverty & hunger down

* Employment & income up

* |Inequality persists

* Housing affordability worse

» Shifting immigration, diversity in language and
culture challenging
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The nextfew slides provide some background on the status of community need in
King County and contextual factors that influence our results.

Poverty and hunger havieally started to drop with employment and incomes rising.
The growing economy is helping us here, lots of people in our community are better
off. We still have plenty of work to do as homelessness continues to increase and
inequality persists.

King County iscreasingly diverse with many cultures and perspectives contributing
to our strong and vibrant community lif&hifts in immigration to King County,
bringing diversity in language and culture gigse challenges for human service
providers.



Hunger/ Food Insecurity Declined in 2015

Down 0.8% to 12.9%
WA ranked 20" for food security
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A In Washington, 12.9% of households were food insecure in 2015,
down from 13.7% in 2014. King County data is not available yet, but

Is generally similatio the state.
A Washington now ranks among the 20 most food secure states in the
U.S.



Poverty Declined between 2014 and 2015

King County rate down 1.5 pointsto 9.7%
Child poverty down 2.5 pointsto 15%
Deep poverty unchanged at 5.2%
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It is very good news that poverty is finally declining ajtears of
elevated levels since the recession. The poverty rate in King Cisunty
not quite downto pre-recession levels but is on the way.

Povertyin the United States declined to 13.5 percent in 2015, a 1.2
percentage point drop from 2014.

Washington was one of 23 states with statistically significant declines
in their poverty rates during that period.

Nearly one in seven children live below the poverty line.

the federal poverty level d$24,250 for a family of four. Deep
poverty is 50% of that or less. The percentage of people living in
deep poverty in the area remained statistically unchanged at 5.2
percent. So the poorest of our neighbors are not benefiting from the
recovery so far.



Unemployment rates, seasonally adjusted

U.S., Washington and Seattle, August 2011 through August 2016

Source: Employment Security Department/LMPA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Local Area Unemployment Statistics
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August 20106 preliminary U.S. (preliminary) 4 %
unemployment rates Washington (preliminary) 5.7%

Seattle area (preliminary) 4.1%

The other good news is that unemploymentimwn. The rate is 3.9% in King County
in August, although disparities still exist.



United Way Connects Families to Services
Equal to One Months Wages*

® Orcalift
M Child Daycare Subsidy

m School Lunch Program

m School Breakfast Program
mSNAP

m Apple Health for Kids

m Child and Dependant Care Credit

mEITC
M Child Tax Credit
m Utility Discount Program

mWages

‘Wages, Program Assstance and
Federal Nutrtion Programs

*Single parent King county household with two children. Adult works full time at $11/hour

A Programs such as refundable tax credits, SNAP, free or reguimedschool lunch
and child care subsidies have helped lift tens of millions of Americans out of
poverty.
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might imagine, it can be overwhelming for a working parent to find, apply and
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why we pay attention to accessibiligywith lots of convenient locations for Taxes
and summer meals and help getting access to these resources.



2014 Child Poverty Rate King County
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Disparities in poverty also persist. Children of caldr make up over half of the 2030

work force. And these are the children most affected by poverty now, which we know
RSONBFasSa | @2dzy3d3 OKAfRQa LINR&aLISOGa TF2NJ
intentional focus on serving children and youth of color effectively and eliminating

these disparities is crucial to our future.



Median Family Wealth by Race/Ethnicity, US
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Data source: Urban Institute’s analyses of the Survey of Financial Characteristics of Consumers 1962 (December 31), Survey of Changes in
Family Finances 1963, and Survey of Consumer Finances 1983-2013
Notes: Comparable weaith data between 1963 and 1983 not available. Black/Hispanic distinction not available before 1983
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Poverty representa lack ofmcome to pay the bills, but wealth is a better indicator of
economic security and opportunitin 2013, you can see that the median wealth for
people of color in the U.S. has changed little in the past 30 years, up slightly for
Hispanics and dowslightly for Blacks. People of color are more likely to be poor as

well as facing discrimination and other imbedded barriers to saving for the future.

One in four Black households in the U.S. own no assets other than a car. There is
nothing to cover an unexpected expense, to send a child to college, start a business,
or provide income for retirement. For a family with no assets, all of those things
SAGKSNI NBIljdzA NB dzyaSOdzNBER RSo6Gx 2Fd4Sy I
managed at all.



King County Graduation Rates by Race
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A high school diploma is essential to getting a gpagling job. The dotted lines are
the trend linesg they show that graduation rates are gradually improving but are still
alarminglylow for some populations. Graduation rates have been in the 60s for
students of color for the eight years shown here.

As a result, many of the best new jobs created by our strong economy are taken by
people from outside the arether than locals.



Unsheltered Homeless Count v. Average Rent, King
Count
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Along with strong employmeni the Seattle Metro Area and importing labor from
outside the area comes a housing crunthis is a&hallenge for ending
homelessnesddere we see the data comparing trend lines for rising rents and rising
unsheltered homeless counts. A national study found tha6% increase in
homelessness was associated with every $100 increase in mediaforent
metropolitan areas like ours. This data bears out that finding.



Causes of Homelessness

Lack of resources to pay for housing
« Job loss/other financial crises

+ Substance use/mental health disorders
« Family conflict and domestic violence

« Credit/background problems
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homeless due to a financial crisis like loss of a job. Health, family issues and credit
and criminal background issues can contribute to loss of income and housing. They
also carresultfrom homelessness, and more than half of people experiencing
homelessness need help with one or more of these issues. Research has found
however, that the best results come when people get housing first. Services to
address issues that threaten their stability in housing or opportunity to increase their
incomes are more effective after housing has been secured. While we prioritize work
to get people into housing more swiftly, we are also finding that with the large
population of unsheltered people in King County and plentiful jobs, that many are
willing, able and anxious to work while they wait for housing.
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Another partof the context, often cited by our grantees as a great challenge is
changing demographic$he foreigrborn population here has grown more than five
times faster than the nativ&orn population.

Asians make up the largest group of forelgorn residents here, but we have
substantial populations of people from around the globe. Among the 3008 U.S.
counties, King has the sixthrgest population of Europeamorn residents, and also
ranks sixth for the number of people born in Africa.

The map hershows the top 10 countries of origin #fugeeswvho have come to
Washington State since 2003.

These new populations, often arriving after years of trauma and severe hardship and
speaking multiple languages, pose significant challenges to health and human service
organizations and schools in terms of linguistic and cultural responsiveness.

13



