
FEDERAL POLICY AGENDA 2026

YOUTH OPPORTUNITY 

•	 Ensuring families have access to high-quality child care and early childhood education options by fully funding 
the Childcare Development Fund, Head Start, Maternal Infant and Early Childhood home visiting, preschool 
development grants, and addressing the actual cost of care. 

•	 Strengthening student support in K-12 with more mentorship programs, tutoring, learning loss programs, 
counseling, and equitable access to digital technology.

•	 Supporting access to high-quality post-secondary education options, including career pathway programs that lead 
to gainful employment and increased professional mobility. 

HOUSING STABILITY 

•	 Including robust funding for all HUD programs across affordable housing and homelessness services. 

•	 Ensuring full renewal and expansion of Housing Choice Vouchers (Section 8) and Continuum of Care grants. 

•	 Supporting affordable housing legislation that provides new funding and technical assistance for communities to  
	 reform zoning and development codes, modernize structures, and create housing action plans. 

•	 Expanding the Housing and Urban Development Department’s definition of homelessness to match the  
	 Department of Education. Increase funding for rental assistance and tenant protections.

 
FINANCIAL SECURITY 

•	 Bolstering tax credits and tax assistance to support workers and families through measures such as increased  
	 earned income tax, expanded eligibility for low-income working adults with no kids, restoration of individual tax  
	 identification numbers, reinstatement of the child tax credit at a higher rate, expanded reach of the volunteer  
	 income tax program, and no fee tax filing options.

•	 Protecting and strengthening the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the Special Supplemental  
	 Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). 

•	 Reauthorize and strengthen nutrition provisions in the Farm Bill, including reversing harmful SNAP cuts and  
	 expanding SNAP eligibility and access for college students 

•	 Expanding access to healthcare, as well as protecting and maintaining Medicare and Medicaid services to support  
	 low- and moderate-income working families, and promoting and funding mental and behavioral health programs. 

We are working side by side with communities to build an equitable future where everyone has a safe place to 
call home, enough to eat, a quality education, and access to the resources they need. Racial justice guides our 
work.

As Congress works to keep communities healthy, safe, and secure, we encourage budgets and policies designed to 
make the economy work better for all people. The federal government needs to offer sufficient resources for disaster 
relief and invest in basic needs like education, affordable housing, and health care.

UNITED IS
THE WAY 
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COMMUNITY RESILIENCE 

•	 Supporting a legislative solution that provides citizenship and security for the more than 800,000 individuals and  
	 families that benefited from Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals.

•	 Securing federal investments to fully operate 211 in every state and bolster 211 disaster recovery through  
	 partnerships with federal, state, and local governments.

•	 Increasing the charitable deduction and support for individual and corporate tax incentives for charitable giving.  
	 Advocating for a tax policy that expands nonprofit’s capacity to promote the public good.

•	 Strengthening investments in the nation’s workforce development system, including programs in the Workforce  
	 Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), national service programs, apprenticeships, the Perkins Career and  
	 Technical Education Act, and the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program.

•	 Supporting the legislative priorities of communities of color, including dual/tribal language access, health equity,  
	 investments in Black, Indigenous, and people of color educators, and cultural resilience programs. Ensuring  
	 equitable access to all resources and community infrastructure.


